
Religion Chapter 4- The Church Begins
Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit
· 40 days after Jesus’ Resurrection, he met with his Apostles. Jesus was going to return to his Father in Heaven and gave the Apostles a mission, or special job to do.  This mission was to make disciples of all the nations in the world.
· The Apostles were sent to baptize people everywhere in the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
· Jesus returned to his Father in Heaven. This event is called the Ascension. 
· The Apostles were worried because they did not know how they would be able to tell the whole world about Jesus. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to guide them. 
The Holy Spirit comes to the disciples
· Inside a room where the disciples had gathered they heard a noise that sounded like a great wind. 
· Then they saw what seemed to be flames of fire spread out and touch each of them. Suddenly the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
· The disciples began speaking about Jesus with great courage. He told the people that God had raised Jesus from the dead and that Jesus who had been crucified and rose is truly the Lord, Jesus Christ.
· Peter told the people to repent and be baptized. About 3,000 people were baptized that day. 
· The day the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles is called Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit comes to us, too helping us to be brave followers of Jesus.
The Church begins on Pentecost
· The disciples shared the Good News about Jesus and more and more people believed and were baptized. 
· This was the beginning of the Church.
· The Church is the community of people who are baptized and follow Jesus.
· Christians are the baptized people, followers of Jesus Christ.
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The early Church grows.
· As the Church grew the people in power began to worry that too many people were becoming Christians.
· A disciple named Stephen preached about Jesus and made many people want to follow Jesus. The enemies of the Church were angry and made a plan to put him to death.
· Saul of Tarsus watched as Stephen was being killed. Saul was determined to stop those who believed in Jesus. 
· Jesus wanted Saul to follow him. While traveling along a road a bright light from the sky flashed around Saul. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” It was Jesus speaking to Saul. Saul’s life was changed that day. 
· Three days later Saul, also known as Paul, was baptized. 
· Paul made many trips and faced danger and hardship to spread the Good News. 
· Paul’s work and the work of many other disciples helped the Church to grow. People of all races, languages, and nationalities came to believe in Jesus Christ.
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